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join it to a work before me, at ty 

of ſome friends, (a propoſal for which, God 
willing; may ſhortly be made) and 
fore declinedꝭ it: but having fince reviewed 
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FPV 
Scripture and experience abundantlyſhew, 

_ that in every age there-have-been-licentious 
and diſorderly perſons under the moſt ſacred 
profeſſion; and in a world of wickedneſs, 
in which the beſt are attended with fin and 
temptation, and are liable to fall, it is at any 
time eaſy to find notorious inſtances of folly, 
and to cry out of the badneſs of the times} | 

but it would be more to the purpoſe if ea 

one would examine his own heart, and 
look to his own ways, that, like the Apoſtle, 
be might become an example e thoſe' 

” around him. For my own part I bluſh 

m rnyſelf, yet hope it is not indecent, in my 

1 ſtation, to take a fit opportunity of exciting 
Others, with my own ſoul, to an holy vigi- 

llence, and to n Ts of = ©: 


| Oe" noted ion N of 21 
eth an dae; Glfth, and immo- 
ral profeſſor is here and there: I am not 


of opinion that pride, covetouſneſs or intem- 
perance, are the vices which now reign; 
but it is too Plain, and as much to be la- 
W 5 | A mented, 
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40 ed, chat e ire generally 3 
manner of ling -which confiſts not with 
2eal either in private devotion,” family re- 
ngion, or a conſtant attendanoe on the fer- 

vice of the ſanctuary. Tbere ſeems. ae 

thirſt after che honbùrs and pleaſures of life "WR 
in purſuit of which) many are, in 9 „ 
ance, carried away to an almoſt total 
glect of every means appointed to mortify e. 2 
deeds of the body: and the pleaſures of life, | 

we are aſſured, by the teſtimony: of God, * 
are the bane of religion; for he that lives in 
them, is exprefily- dechared . be DAD 
WHILE Hy Urn . 1 | 
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I mean not to condemm a ſober” en- | 
ment of any good creature; nor de I think 
2 moderate recreation incompatible with 
a life of piety and holineſs, much leſs would 
I inſinuate chat the indulgencies — 
an affluent ſtate, are more inconſiſtent with 

the ſelf· denial recommended; chan thoſe cn 
mon to perſons of inferior circutiſtancos. It 
js en the intereſt of religion ben 
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vii 
_ ral, and reflects a true honour on themſel 
when the rich in this world take the lead 
of their brethren in a converſation become. | 
ing the goſpel ; their, number indeed 
is ſmall, yet ie is not confined, to the 
poor, nay, to ſpeak the truth, without 


any compliment, there are inſtances, even 
among thoſe who are at leaſt comparatiyely 
rich, wherein there is a greater appearance of 
real godlineſs than in many who recgive of 
their bounty: and the man who finds. fault 
with his ſuperior for enjoying what he with 
honour poſſeſſeth, or for living, up to his 
condition, is either extremely ignorant, or 
betrays a ſpirit that may ſhew the wiſdom of 
providence in placing him beneath the paw- 

er of rendering. his cenſures injufious. It 
impeached not the Ethiopian treaſurer's 
true picty that he rode in his chariot; hut it 
was much to his honour that his carriage was 
employed in bringing him up to the houſe 
of the Lotd: Nor can I forbear to obſerve, 
- that his reading the ſcripture, on his return 
from. divine p is an example highly 
worthy 
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rank, though I fear wd by PT 8 
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dependence on the g e grace den inn ; 


of the Saviour, to copy after 


the 4 


without this, whether rich” or Legs 4 K wa 


religion is vain” ;, it anſwers 


be holy and 
8111 


love; and it is no other than a 


to the hope of our calling, which is to an 


undefiſed "inheritance, not to 
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| be aſſerted, „that he * whois" not 


<a fate, it muſt 1 
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deſpiſed, as fooliſh” and contemptible, than ho 
the things that are ſpoken of, an eck 


nd aſori | 
to the Spirit of God.” And the like may Ty 
; be dad of the ſubject | before Us, Which h 
ſtands in connexion therewith; for through | 
the Spirit alone a believer can Fa in his 


— 4 ll 6 4 


warfare with in. I fear the times are not | 
mended with us, in reſpect of. a ſerious re- 7 
gard to points of e experience, fince the days 0 
of that eminent light i in the church: and it 
is no wonder that be who e concerns } himſelf I 
with them, and preſumes to _avow that 
walking in the spirit is cſſentia 5 19255 8 
ſtian, character, and pleads for the neceſſity : 
of mortifying the fleſh, ſhould, % the 1 Doc- 
tor. further obſerves, 76 forfeit ks reputation | 
with | many, as a perſon fanatical, and | oftrang- H 
ed from the conduct of reaſon,” | But i it is 
.hoped that the uncivil reflections of critical 
men, Who take upon them to oenſure eyery 
performance that ſavours of ſpiritual things, 
and the diſtinguiſhing truths of the goſpel, 
will hot prevent the diligence « of thoſe who 

re call d to defend them, or the acceptance 
* 1 
ne ach d aun ai as * F fofio@Tadr ed? 


of their - li with” fack who | 883 
—_— 8 the * or God. 
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I ſhall only add, that " Reader may of 
aſſured that nothing is farther from the de- 
ſign of this piece than perſonal reflection 5 


or to direct his eye to any particulat ſociety 


or denomination of Chriſtians; for if out 
declenſions from a zeal againſt fin are . 1 


ral, there can be no ſufficient ground for 


this kind of jealouſy ; ; and if a remarkable de- 


ficiency among the dear people immedi- 
ately under my own care, was my chief 


motive to entering on this ſubject, the ak- 


ing public my thoughts upon it, might juſt- 
ly be deemed very impertinent. However, 
I heartily wiſh, that all who are in the 


churches of Chriſt may obtain mercy to fol- 


low the noble example in the text, that no 


one may at laſt be a caſt-away, but that each 
may be crowned in the day of the Lord, | 
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L. js ungratefu] to the fiſhy 


2 The CHRISTIAN's concern 


Ee the text we find an eminent miniſter of 
| Jeſus wiſely improving his office as a preacher 
into an argument for his maintaining the con- 
| flict of a Chriſtian, and propoſing himſelf an ex- 

ample to the faithful of every rank. After re- 
citing his condeſcentions to all for the goſpel's - 
ſake, that he might have the pleaſure and joy of 
ſharing with them in the bleſſings of grace, 
the Apoſtle proceeds to ſtir up the Corinthians. to 
diligence and ardor in their holy profeſſion 
[ ver. 24. Know Je ver, ſajth he, that they which 
run in a race run all, but Ine receiveth the prize ? 
So run "that ye may obtain. Where he alludes, as 
in the paſſage before us, to certain games, which 
were held by public authority in Greece, and 
were well known to the Corinthians, in Which 
certain perſons encountered each other in race- | 
ing, wreſtling, fighting, and ſuch-like ex- 
ploits ; he obſerves that every man that fAriveth : 
for the maſtery is temperate in all things. He uſed. 
moderation in his diet, and abſtained from every 
thing tending to enervate his ſtrength, or to un- 
fit his body in any degree for the engagement 3 | 
and, what was his motive? Now they do it, 
ſaith the” Apoſtle, 10 obtain 2 corruptible Crown. 
Had their crowns been of gold the obſervation 
was juſt, but the laurels provided on theſe oc- 
caſions, though highly honourable, were com- 


poſed of herbs and flowers that ſoon fade away : 
FE his For 


N 
1 
iy 


that he may. not be a n 


W For ſo trifing a gain they humbled . 

| but we; Chriſtians, run and fight for an incr- 
| ruptible crown, and ſhall we ſhun any ſelf-denial 
required in the way to obtain it \ 


| 


Some preach up mortification to others, Who, 


W at the ſame time, notoriouſiy indulge the 


ſelves. Not ſo the holy Apoſtle b no what ba 
preſeribed to the diſciples of Jeſus he practiſ- 
ed: I therefore, ſaith he, ſo run, not! a under- 


tainly : dul, i. e. ſay forme, not undiſtinguiſbadʒ | ; i | 
alluding" to the eye of the judge, and the nu: Oy | 


merous ſpectators whapaihghaa ſn: whaſds.. 5 'N 
_ attended he ran before: d, | 


quick and the dead; at 


xii. 1. M bherefure ſeeing we alſo are camy 
with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us. ly 1 
every weight, and run with patience ube rate bat 
is ſet before 1. Or this expreſſic may be ap- 
plied tothe object or ptie, of Whichehe was 
certain; though I.rather:think that 3 
of running is chieſiy intended i 7 run not 
tertainqh, i. e not heedleſly, or without — 4 
dT o the lines of direction, but ſtrictly adhering to 
the rules preſęribed in the ſtadium on courſe. 
The Apoſtle, conſcious of the ey that wee 
vpoy him, ran juſtly and with the utmoſt care, | 


5 nd 


kingdom: A like alluſion we-have in! Hebrews . | 


1 


and not in à preſumptuous and diſorderiy way 


| ſider chat no man is crowned except he friue law-=" 
Fully, [2 Tim. ii. 5. He proceeds: 9 e 7, 


| at agbeisg againſt a ſhadow, but am actual 
and warmly engaged with a real and powerful 


| dee n eee en And, 


in nee ee ee 
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after the manner of ſome, who do emen. 


nor as one that beateth the air, q. d. Mine is not 
a ewa like thoſe exereiſes by Wwhich 
men prepare themſelves for battle: No; Jam 


enemy; behold; 7 keep under my body and bring it 
into ſubjeion. So run and ſo fight that ye may 
obtain. Two things in general are to be noted 
in this account which the Apoſtle gives of him - 
ſelf; namely, his condul and his motive there- 
to. I mall conſider each, and proced to im- 
prove a. ſubject which is more or leſs verified in 


eee e e AIR * 
5 1. The conduct , or how he was 
engaged, 3 — 
and the mmer in which he is treated. The 
enemy's no other thin bir body | Nang ate; the 


enemies of the faithful in this mer am 


— eee ee Ne- 


> Norma 97 Hir Ene t 251 2 s 
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Ke 


Auſt of the fleſh and the mind. But in what 
manner did he treat this Woche on himſelf in 


an RB 


Deng | n © 4a WIE 


6 Nie Kae n concern '\. 
11 2 can fail of diſcerning ee Hate 
is plainly before us the figure of a ehnmpion, 
Ae having wreſtled or fought ane 
holds under his adyerſary, and with great reſolu 
tion and courage, bruiſeth and beateth him down 
that he may not recover and riſe up againſt him, 
but that he may be ſtill more humbled until he is 


entirely ſubdued. In this ſtriking light the Apoſ- 
_ tle-preſents himſelf, and whoever is engaged in 


the chriſtian warfare will in ſome degree anſwer 
thereto. It is further to be noted, that he ſpeaks | 


of this as his conſtant and univerſal practice; a 


practice in which he was reſolved to perſevere to 
the end. His language implies, that in every 
period and ſtate of life, Wherever he wage ar 
however employed in other reſpects, 


edi thus to keep under the fleſh; nor is tl a | 


ſituation i in the preſent world, however compari- 
_ advantageous, - in ee it — wh | 
may hereafer appear, £6 tos 10 8 Sth oy * wo. 


| Lakhs: 47 1187 18 
127 think. it is Sine A ah” LS .—5 prope perly 4 


age to ſtrike on the rem uſual praftice of combata 


againſt their adverſary when down; ſo that. the Apolile, in 
ſaying ey oe in at erg 
them who ſtrove for the maſtery by way of preparation, but 
to the prifiice of the champion,” on AHI 
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| nary aſſertion: I keep under my 


fleſh is frequently pampered, ; and the man 
puffed pw e e eee e ahve 
in the ſight of God, who will have none to 


be kept under and brought into ff ubjection: a 
mortification highly eee and of af ch uot 


view die d the Apoſtle chus hold e, unk 


eee Ke. T4 
This is the myſtery of the Apoſth 'sextraordi- : 
to be taken in a literal ſenſe; 3 hy PET: rend 


: 2 ay like that baſe deſtruction of the fleſh,” 


practiſed by the Romani, by faſtings and 
r and other methods of matei 

animal nature impoſed by cheir leaders, which 
are carnal and vain; for alas! while the natura! 
body is brought down by theſe cruel ſuperſti. 


| tions, the body of ſin, which the Apoſtle in- 


tends, and which every. Chriſtian keeps under, 
remains unſubdued; yea, by this meant the 


glory in his preſence: Far from any thing ſo 
abſurd and carn x11 rhe-A —— the old 
man, which is cor! ol to its W 
tuſts, and it was hi body in-this bu _ 


n Bae e- Ant, Met 


. To ae into 8. motive. „Wich my 


—— 


| | \ 
1 Bh ley hits , "ITT when eee. 1 
2 ann waer uur dene, 2 And 


may juſtly be dm when the xergiſes 
ferred/ to were at hand, an herald, or — 5 
was employed to | publiſh the conditions and 
rules of the game, and the appointed rewards 
with every motive to animate the reſolution 5 
and vigor of thoſe wh⁰H ngaged; and how ſimi- 
|  har'this: ta the buſineſs of goſpel - miniſters * 
© eaſy to diſcern; and no leſs obvieus is the dif: 
parity between them: Theſe heralds were mere 
officers, and had no concern in the event; but 
the preachers of the word are themſelyes entered 
for the prize they ſet before athers: hence re- 
folted- the concern of the Apoſtle; whoſe cha: 
racter as a preacher muſt greatly aggravate his 
falling ſhor of the crown: I keep. under my body, 
ſaich he, Jef. I helf. ſhould: be 4 caſtraway 3 i. e: 
left I myſelf ſhould be diſapproved and rejected 8 
in the end, and ſo loſe the prize, and be covered | 
with ſhame. The word ax · gendered; a c- 
away, we | ſometimes. read | reprobate 4 às ig 
_ xiii. 5} Ks ng ogunſebues ] 


** 


eames neo 


but to real charac 
neſs or want of lingegity under a 


which caſe the perſon, however ſpecious bi 
pretence may have been, will be caſt away when 
he is judged ; for the hope of the hypocrite will 
certainly periſh... The e 


to the practice of a gold ſmit 


Baus filver ſhall men cal, —— e ro 
bath rgjeBed them. Or rather, /agcording to. the | | 
— in the dent. IT) | 


| may, anjch Pauls ry oY vie #4 oY | 7 
* to arr man's ze. Never: 

. his ne orc his: eee Senn of ths.” 
_ chutch, | betrays a ſingular handneſs of heart, : 
and appears like a reprobate. But the expreſſion. 


"_ 1 refer to 3 of e gamen. : 
VA "> who” 


= | : : | „ 
; - / 


ter, and implies an 2 


mon either alludes | 
{mith, who in his af. 
auins Nen at ver, caſts aſde.chole wilich ow/ 
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10 The nns T1A K- concern E] 


| hb" rejected thoſe who had not fairly won, as 18 be 
unworthy of the reward: and the Apoſtle hath 


2 principal, if not a ſole regard to the judgment 


of the Lord. This is the concern of all true be- 


lie vers, [2 Cor. v. 9. We labour that whether | 
preſent or abſent wwe may be accepted of Bim. 
They who ſtrove for the maſtery, kept in 
view the end of their courſe, and were concern. 


ed to obtain the deciſion of the judge in their fa- 


vour: In like manner the Apoſtle was careful 
not to be a caſt- away, when he had preached to 
others, 4. e. finiſhed his miniſtry, which extend- 


ed with his life. It is plain, therefore, that his 


great concern was that he might not be denied 
of the Lord at his coming, when he ſhall judge 
the quick and the dead, and every one ſhall be 
crowned or rejected. This was the earneſt care 
of the Apoſtle, and for this he gave diligence, 
and with an eye on all ſides kept under his fleſh, 


beating down and bringing the old man into 


ſubjection, leſt, ſaith he, y am means, i. e. by 
means of any luſt, at any time, by any inſtru- 
ment, or under any temptation whatever, he 
ſhould be overcome, and caſt out eee 


who fall ſhort of the promiſe. 


This holy concern and reſolution i in the cu. 8 
Gan warfare, is ſo. far from being inconſiſtent 


with a * s hope of ſucceeding, that a cer- 


tain 


* 


that be may not be a caſt-away, Bc. 11 4 
tain proſpect of ſubduing the fleſh is a motive to , 
the fight; and accordingly, when we are exhorted 
that ſin ſhould not reign in our mortal bodies to. 
"obey it in the luſts thereof, it is added, by way 
of encouragement, Sin ſhall not have dominian vas 
| you, [Rom. vi. 12, 14.] So that Chriſtians are 
more than conquerors through him that hath 
loved them; the Captain of their ſalvation * 
before them, and they are ſure that the enemy 
| ſhall not finally prevail, inſomuch that in the 
midſt of all their danger and toil in the battle; | | 
there is ground to rejoice with gratitude and tri-' 
umph, ſaying, Thanks be to God awhith giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt ! [1 Cor. 
xv. 57.] At the ſame time, the caſting-away 
of thoſe who give out through unbelief, and 
ſhall be found ſervants of corruption, hath a 
juſt and great influence'on the believer to excite | 
his zeal againſt ſin, and fill him with a bold re- 
ſolution not to give place to his body. Thus 
was the Apoſtle. continually engaged ; he ,not 
only preached. up the importance of mortifying 
the fleſh, but, being called by grace, practiſed . 
the ſame on himſelf; and this not from a tor- 
| ting fear that he ſhould periſh at laſt; No; 
| he] knew that, by faith he ſhould ſtand, and was 
| perſuaded, _ that in the name of the Lord he 
d n ; nevertheleſs he deprecated the 3 
| C2 0 


. 


j 


4 away in the day of judgment; and this, among 


12 The CHRISTIA NVS conerrn 
ſhame and miſery of thoſe, who br their 
profeſſion, being found tranſgreſſors, ſhall be caſt 


other conſiderations, inſpired him with a reſolu- 
tion to keep under and bring down the enemy/ 
until he was entirely ſubdued.” In all which he 

is an example to thoſe who would enter the 
Kingdom of heaven; and from the repreſents= 
fon which the apoſtle here makes of himſelf, - 
with a view to animate all true en the 
n nN my: be e noted. E 


# 4 
P s  ; 12 7 
© &# 


1 That his own falyarion and eren; 
ſhould be the chief concern of every man. Self. 
preſervation is a firſt principle in nature, and 
it is not deſtroyed by grace; real religion re- 
quires itz nor can any thing diſcharge a man 
from the cate of his ſoul. Self-denial is needfut 
for the ſake of dthers, in the charaQers of parents 
and maſters, and ſtill more ſo in that of mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, but no man, in any relation of 
life whatever, is or can be obliged to care 
for another toſthe ruin of himſelf: On the con- 
trary, it is the indiſpenſible duty of each one in 
every ſtation to be ſollicitous above all things 
for his own acceptance with God and eternal fe. 
licity. In this reſpect the care of one's ſelf is of 


univerſ al concern, to tn which is is one grand 
Ai. 3 | - | £4 :, * 


* 


who through faith and patience inherit che 
Again, A goſpel miniſter! has the 
charge of himſelf. This office is eſtabliſhed 8 
with a view to ſave ſinners, not to the excluſton | 
of. him, inveſted "therewith, and he who is en. 
uſted wich this divine charge ſhould take heed - ' - 
of that ſorrowful reflection, ¶ Cant. i. 6.]. They ẽ 
have made me the keeper of the wintyards, but mine . - 
own vintyatd baue I not kept! What would it 


that he may not fea ate; Ke. 33 
deſign of religious inſtitutiom : for inſtance, | the 
office of a goſpel-miniſter terminates. in this; his 


| whole buſineſs among the people committed a 
his charge is to ſee that every man takes care 
of himſelf; with this view he takes the Or 


ſight of the flock, that by his inſpection, doc 


trine, and example, each may preſs toward the 
mark, and, perſevering in holineſa, obtain che 
prize of his calling. The end of that ca | 
which thy minifter hath over thee,: OChriftian, is | 


that thou ſhouldſt work out thine own ſalvation, 
therefore be not ſlothful, but a follower of them 


promiſes. 


profit a preacher to gain the whole world, or to 


be an inſtrument of ſaving every ſinner unto 
whom he is ſent, and loſe his own ſox? Nor i 


a ſervant of the Lord barely to keep in view 
his on ſalvation, but from the exhortation 


of Paul to Timothy, {1 opif. iv. 16.] we lea 


that this "OP." to be his firſt concern in the 


diſcharg 
e 


F 


. ner concern 
diſcharge of his office. Take heed to thyſelf s 
0 thy doctrine; continue in them; for in doing 
this thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that bear 
thee, Sincere and diſintereſted compaſſion for 
the ſouls of others is eſſential to a meetneſs for 
the work of the miniſtry, but this ſublime | 
generoſity is ſo fa from being incompatible 
With a man's chief concern for himſelf, that it 
cannot with reaſon be ſuppoſed to exiſt without 
it. Can a man have a juſt ;efteem for immortal 

ſouls and deſpiſe his own foul ? Or is it poſſible 
that: the principle on Which any one is inſpired 
With zeal for the happineſs of others ſhould not 
at leaſt be as effectual to excite in him a regard 

for his own? I preſume it impoſſible. Indeed 
we find Paul in his zeal for the ſalvation of his 
kinſmen, the Jets, expreſs himſelf thus: For 
I could wiſb myſelf were accurſed from Chrift for 

m bretbren, &c. [ Rom. ix. 3.] It may, be 

thought difficult to aſcertain the preciſe meaning 
of the Apoſtle in this declaration, but of this 
we are certain, he intends not that he could be 
ſatisfied without an intereſt in Chriſt, or to be 
caſt out by him into everlaſting miſery ; this 
would be a flat contradiction to what he aſſertz 
in the text, and in itſelf abſurd and abomina+ 
ble, for nothing can be more unnatural or 
> i; JE -ot.: 41 did or hn © Wb 


* Wu. 
1 


that he may not be a caſt=awny, &c. tc 
baſe than for a man, under any pretence whats . 
ever, to neglect his own ſal vation. But again, 
II. Note. Some who ſet out under a profeſ+ 
ſion of chriſtianity and enter the liſts for glory 
will in the end be denied, and fall ſhott of 
heaven. This awful remark, which is grounded 
in the reaſon of the text, is not to be ſhunned, 
It is true the righteous ſhall hold on his ways 
and obtain the reward; nor does it at all fol- 
low from the concern of the Apoſtle that he, 
or that any true believer ſhall» be rejected and 
periſh; but if no one, who would ſeem to enten 
on a conteſt for the prize in the character of a 
Chriſtian, or even under that ef a goſpel-mini- 


ſter, was in danger of being a- caſt-awdy, this 


care would be altogether needleſs. But we 
know that there are hypocrites, in Zion of every 
character; tares will be permitted to grow up 
with the wheat till the harveſt, when, being 
ſeparated, their end is to be burned with un - 
quenchable fire, [ Mat. xiii. 30.] In all the 
deſcriptions given us of the judgment by Chriſt 
at his coming, the ſcene is laid in the chriſtian 

world; the Heatbens ſhall be judged, but they 
are not immediately intended in theſe, repreſen- 
tations of our Lord; every one tried is con- 
fidered as having ſat under the found of the 
goſpel, and appears with a pretence of belong- 
PASS a »* ing | 


16 The CHRISTIAN'S concern” 
ing to Jeſus ; and among theſe we behold many 


on the left hand of the judge, and hear the 
direful ſentence againſt them ! Ah how inſuffi- 
tient are mere forms of religion! Deceive 


not thyſelf, my] dear Friend, but keep under 


thy body, leſt, after having bore the name of a 


| diſciple or miniſter of Jeſus, thou ſhouldſt be a a 
caſt-away But 5 TE 51 


Note, III. N will be- fd end mf 


out by the judge who is not found a ſervant of 


fin. The Apoſtle plainly promiſeth himſelf, and 


_ thoſe who follow his example, that in keeping 
under this body of fin, and bringing it into ſub- 
jection, the Chriſtian ſhall not be a caſt-away : 
And the like aſſurance is given by the exalted 


tions, [Rev. iii. 21.] To him that overcometh will 
1 grant to fit with me on my throne, None but 


the unrighteous ſhall he excluded the kingdom 
of heaven; and accordingly the character af 


thoſe, whom the Judge will reject, is expreſsly 
declared: To whom will Chriſt ſay, Depart 


from me? To the workers of iniquity, Matt. vii. | 
23-] Ape again, Rev. xxi. 8.] we read that 75 


10 fearful, and undelieving, and the abomina+ 
Jud, ſhall bave their part in the lake which burneth 
N gs 2 __ the gates of 
"the 


* 


Saviour to every one who ſubdues his corrup- 


the city be ſhut againſt any but the unjuſt and 


the filthy, for without are dogs and forcerers, and 
 whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and. 


whoſoever loveth and maketh 4 lie, Lchap. xXIi. 
15:] So that whatever appearances there are 


now, of this we are ſure, that each caft-away 


will then be found guilty. Sinners may now 


cover their iniquity, and deceive men under a 


cloke of religion; but chat day ſhall reveal 
their hypocriſy, when God ſhall judge the e. 
crets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, who will be juſtified 


F 


when he pronounceth the curſe on tranſgreſſors, 


and clear when he judgeth ; yea, however the 
hypocrite may flatter his ſoul, he | ſhall then 


be ſelf-condemned, and own the juſtice of that 


ſentence under which he is turned into hell with 


his blood upon his head; he may weep and 


wail, but he will have no cauſe of complaint, 


for his manifeſt vileneſs will ſhew the righte . 


ouſneſs of God in his vengeance. Tremble, O 
ye wicked z and repent! But let not the hum- 


ble or contrite perſon, who is mourning over 


diſmayed : Behold, God yvill not caſt awiay'a per- 


fed or upright, man any more than he will help 
15 evil doers, [Job viii. 20. Once more, "ga 
Note IV. Every man who would obtain the 
hops ſt eve us in the palin  ovh lach la. 
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18. The C HRIS/TIAN'S concern — 
der the body of fin. What is ſaid of mankind 
in relation to natural death, may be applied to 
the ſubject before us; there is no diſcharge in - 
this war. Let us not be idle ſpectators, my 
Brethren, but followers of the Apoſtle, and 
fight againſt fin, that we may be accepted and 
crowned, for this is. required. Is it reaſonable 
to think that Paul, or that ſome only, are called 
to this ſelf-Gdenial in the way to glory? Surely 
if any one might be excuſed from mortifying the 
fleſh, it muſt be him that hath made the great · 
eſt advance in holineſs: But where is the man, 
who, in this reſpect, will vie with the Apoſtle? 
And who then can plead an exemption from, or 
be ſafe without keeping down himſelf in the man · 
ner he did ? You ſee then, my Friend, ſin muſt 
be ſubdued if thou wilt be ſaved: Its impetus 
oſity is more or leſs in different perſons, and in 
the ſame ſubject at different times, but we have 
all a body of ſin, the luſts of which continually 


war in our members; it *. ckerefone thy daily | 


work, in this world, to keep under thy 
fleſh, for unleſs thou wing it into ſubje&ion it 
will ſurely inflave thee, and the ſervant of ſin 
will be a caſt- ay. Remember we are called 
unto holineſs: the death of ſin is no leſs needful 
than the death of Chriſt; and a man may as 


juſtly expect to attain the fruitjon" of heaven | 


that be may not be à ca- way. 
without the blood of the Saviour, without 
che deſtruction of indwelling ſin; ſo that unleſs 
a man hath crucified the fleſh, with the affections 
and luſts, his notion of a cruciſied Jeſus tis 
vain, O be not deceived! we 4 run, hut on, 


i. e. one kind of profeſſor receiveth the prize? 


and who is the man? Ek him, wel feer the 
. 5 


perſeveres to the end. This ſtraight way the | 


fleſh cannot bear, but there is no other; the dad 
to heaven is an bighoay: of bolineſs' as well as 2 

way of free- grace: I hope thou art theowayfas 
ring · man who errs not therein; however — 
and this only, is the way to a meetneſs for glory, 
and the children of God ſhall be able to puſs ir 
The believer-ſhall, through the Spirity mortiſy 
Redeemer is able to keep him from falling, and 


= * 


glory with joy : in a word, here is 4 ju por 
traiture i of the real Chriſtian; compare thyſelß 
and: be fattbfub. - as e a bein Pals utter 


to preſent him faultleſs before the 6 his | 


| * 


1 


20 8 Sade 'AN'S ITO < 5 
ever imperfect, is truly ſanctified and an heir of 
is kingdom. And this being the direct and 
itnmediate inſtruction of the place, I ſhall en- 
deavour a furtheri impiovement ha it in n pointe. | 
ing out, e eee 208 50. El On 
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. The likeneſs of this ie to the cicum- 
ſtances of a Chriſtian in his militant-Rate. 

II. What is eſſential to. his pg under his 
. Andy: 4 + at 1820 2011059; 1412 
III. By what . 15 is to DE foal 
ee „ e ora e eee Nor ahi 
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„1. With reſpect to. "this Ukeneſs.. No wons: 
der that a man, who had long faught him- 
ſelf, and who alſo was divinely inſpired, ſhould 
draw this picture to the life; and that this 
is eee n eee, 
the original. And, 03 40 

Firſt, Then you ſee that the enemy is in p 
ſubdued. He is under the hand of the perſon de · 
feribed. The Apoſtle; doth not ſay, I. bring; 
but I keep under my body; ſo that the victory 
is already. i in a meaſure obtained, for the adver- 
fary is down. A man may. reſiſt and keep off his 
antagoniſt awhile, although he is unequal and 
in very great danger, but he that holds under 
the n with whom he is engaged. hath 
plainly 


I 
— f 
ny 


plainly the advantage. And ib it a this * 


che Chriſtiau ? Bleſſed be God, ſin is dethronedʒ 

it is no longer the law of the mind z the old 
ee eee 
fo that he can ſay, with my mind I ſerve the 


law of God, though, alas! with the fleſh the 
law of ſin: however grievous therefore the oon 


flict of a Chriſtian may be, his body is manifeſts 
ly under; and this indeed appears from his honeſt 
and earneſt oppoſition. to the fleſh, for the powen | 
of ſin: being ſeated in the heart, a genuine deſire 
and ſincere endeavour to ſubdue it, is in the 


very nature of the thing an undeniable proof 


that the ſubject is not a ſlave to his corruptions, 


but that he hath, in ſome degree, the maſtery 


over them. Thus the believer's nee 
ſin proves him free from its domini n, a,jjẽ 
ſhews that he hath alteady the advantages of 
But then obſerve; the adverſary is -ſtriv- 


ing to recover, It plainly appears that this 


joſt. I the enemy ſubmitted and was quiet, 
what need: this care to keep him ſtilb under? 


In like manner the Chriſtian finds, by ſorrouful 


of rebellion; it ever ſtruggles-and-is-ſeeking/to: 
get an advantage z inſomuch that he often. bit» 
terly complains that the fleſh luſteth againſt che 
ſpirit, and is ſometimes ready to cry out, as in 


' Rom. * 


22 The . concern 


Ram. vii. 2 24. O wretched man that Lam, . 
| ſeall deliver me 1 Which leads to another inſtance. 


points out how exceeCing difficult it was for him 
to keep under his body: And, who finds 
it not ſo ? Indwelling ſin, though it hath loſt 
its, dominion, remains lively and ſtrong, and its 
motions to rebel are often violent and dan- 
gerous: It impels with the force of a law in his 
members, and becomes highly impetuous, in- 
ſomuch that in ſome inſtances the poor Chriſtian 


is ready to fear that it will, after Al preyalt 
to his ruin. Thanks be to God, his fear ſhall 
not come, fince his Redeemer ia mighty; 
nevertheleſs it requires his utmoſt diligence, at 


all times, to hold down his enemy, and even then 
he is liable to diſtreſs, from his powerful motions. 

But once again, mark, a ſuperior ſtrength 
in the champion. This is plain from his 
| 3 1 N under and beating 


tittes ſet — — a. 
through ſuperficial and tranſitory conviRtions,. 
and for BB but 


Behold, the attempts of his enemy are threat | 
ening.and bold! By this repreſentation the Apoſtle 


+ 


. ** 23 
having no root in themſelves, fall away ; the 


body of ſin, reſtrained for a ſeaſon, breaks 


forth with additional violence ; they return to 


their former luſts, and become more openly 5 


prophane and licentious than ever. Not fo the 


true Chriſtian, in whom the dominion of ſin is 


removed; from an averſion to evil, and with 
a good hope through grace, he is heartily en- 


his ſoul may be ſaved; it is true he is weak in 


himſelf; but he is ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 


power of his might; his faith ſhall not fail; 


he is therefore perſuaded. that fin ſhall not yy 


be compleaily ſubdued, hence he fights on with 
courage, and will not give place to the enemy, 
being certain of victory. Thus exact is the like 


ne of the figure under which the Apoſtle pre- 


ſents. himſelf with that of the militant ſaintʒ in 
whom the power of ſin is broken, and though 
often impetuous and ſometimes alarming, yet 


it ſhall neyer be able to riſe up again ſo as (c 
enſlave him, but ſhall be ſtill more weakened, 


and in the end be totally deſtroyed. Happy ĩs the 
man thus ſaved of the Lord !—And this is thy 
blefledneſs, O Chriſtian ] fear not; Keep under 
thy body z thou art more 3 onqueror 


fhrovgh bim chas me, 1 
ALS! Auen 


gaged in bringing his body into ſubjection, that 


2 
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De CHRISTIAN's concern that be 
may not be a caſi-away, &c. 
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But I keep under my body, and bring it nes ſub- 5 
Jedtion; left that by any means, when I bave 5 


preached to Others, 1 me Should be a * | 


away. c | - 
9 5 


IN © E the fall it s 157 WTR 
be born in fin, in which he lies dead, 
and unleſs quickened by grace, and de- 
lvered from the kingdom of darkneſs, he is 

utterly incapable of the experience mentioned in 


the text; he is indeed ſtill a reaſonable creature, 


and therefore liable to ſore conflicts from the 
dictates of eonſcience; yet, being enſlaved to 
corruption, on the moſt alarming attacks, he pre- 


pares to defend and not to deftroy the fleſh, to 


' that he may not be a caſt- away, &. 25. 
will be fulfilling. the deſires. of the fleſh and of 
the mind; ſo then, it is abſolutely impoſſible 
for the 0 man to fight againſt ſin. 

But, when the ſinner is converted the caſe! is 
quite otherwiſe, the divine will being the 1 
of his mind, a war immediately commen 
between that and the fleſh, or the law of ſin in 
his members; and however the ſubject may 
faulter and ſeem ready to faint, or even though | 
he ſhould be overtaken and fall, yet he will 
never ſtoop under, or be again in friendſhip 
with the body of death; but animated with the 
love of God, an averſion to ſin, and the pro- 
ſpect of glory, the Chriſtian will continue to mor- 
tify the old man till his warfare is accompliſhed 
and he is called up to the throne of the Lamb: 


There ſtand the redeemed. cloathed in white 


robes, and with palms in their hands, the em- 
blems of victory, waiting the joyful day, when 
the righteous Judge ſnall crown all his Lu. 
in the preſence of his Father and his angels. 
Of this ſpiritual warfare: we have an — 
in the text; the Apoſtle is ſpeaking'of his own 
oppoſition to the fleſh, and his zeal in ſubduing 

it; this is ſet forth in terms which allude to a 
advantage, holds under his adverſary, and gives 
* no quarter, but is reſolyed to bring him 
E. into 
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into a total and final ſubjection. Thus did ihe 

daily mortify himſelf, that he might. not be a 
caſt-· away 1 in the end. 544 

From this ſtriking repreſentation, nl 5 
plainly with a view to excite. all Chriſtians to 
follow. his example, ſeveral obſervations have 
been made; and among the reſt, that whoever 
- would obtain the hope ſet before him in the goſ- 
pel, muſt keep under his body; the myſtery of 
which hath been opened; and this being the 
leading idea of the paſſage, we have com- 
pared this draught with the circomſtances of 
the militant Chriſtien, and _ * and 

ene Hkeneſs, e 


u. It remains to adde l is effential to 
a man's keeping under his body, and by what 
means the. believer attains it; which, with ſome 
reflections, will make up the enſuing diſcourſe. 
And Fr, What is implied in keeping under 
this body? Or, in other words, who anſwers 
the deſcription before us? Not the man, we 
may be ſure, who indulgeth to any known evil. 
A proud, covetous, unjuſt, or filthy perſon, 
may preſume to call himſelf a diſciple of Chriſt, 
but he deceives his own ſoul ; for certain it is, 
he that comitteth fin is of the devil, [1 John iii. 8.] 
Nor ſhall the unrighteous inherit ' the kingdom 
FT OM * 


of God, [1 Cor. vi. 9.] I hope, my Friend, 
thou art not of this number: but, alas! how 

infatuated the drunken, or worldly- minded pro- 
feſſor! How wretched the deluſion of him, 
whoſe God is his belly, who aſſumes the cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian in the open " indulgence 
of ſin and the pleaſures of life. He pretends 


do be a ſaint, while he is plainlya ſervant of ſin, and 


boaſts of ſalvation, when, if the ſcriptures are true, 
his end is deſtruction. Such a man is ſaying within 
himſelf, 7 have peace, though I walk in the imagi- | 
nation of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt, © 
The Lord will not ſpare bim, but the anger of the © 
Lord and his jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, 
Deut. xxix. 19, 20.] Licentious profeſſors are 
firſt-rate tranſgreſſors, and none are more certain- 
ly under the power of corruption, or in greater 
danger of ruin, than thoſe who live in known 
evil under a form of religion. May ſuch ob- 
tain grace to repent! But a nominal Chriſtian, 
'who riots with the world, and walks after the 
fleſh, bears no likeneſs to this repreſentation of 
the Apoſtle, but is at the utmoſt diſtance W 

conforming to his example. 
He that keeps under this | body, is ſo PER 
indulging to any thing immoral or wicked, 
that he is ſparing and cautious in things that are 
ee And | every man that firiveth for the maſ- 
* 5 ei), 
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ter, faith the YT 16 temperate in all things, 5 
ver. 25. * 
And Reader, if thou art a Chriſtian, this; is thy 
onduct; nor ſhall any man ſucceed againſt fin 
without ſelf-denial. Not to infiſt on the many 
occaſions of this for the ſake of the goſpel, and in 
condeſcention to others, which occur in the courſe 
of achriſtian profeſſion, if a believer is not ſparing 
of worldly enjoyments, and particularly in the 
pleaſures of life, his body will ſurely get an ad- 
vantage againſt him. N 
This forbearance ſeems nor agreeable to 
the popular taſte, yet I preſume to mention one 
excuſe made by ſome for the liberties they take, 
which I think deſdpves' cenſure ; ; and it is this, 


namely, That where there is no fin, there is no 


ſhame. Now, whatever of truth there may bein this 
| propoſition, when duly ſtated and guarded, it is 

ſhamefully applied when urged in favour of ſen- 
ſual indulgence, or a practice which borders on 
licentiouſneſs. The man that will go the ut- 
moſt length (he thinks he may run) is not very 
far from iniquity ; he ſavours ſtrongly of the 
fleſh, and is not aware of his danger. The 
tranſition is eaſy from what is or may be 
thought lawful into that which is undoubtedly 


finful ; it therefore becomes the Chriſtian, who 


would 228 under his "_ to deny himſelf 
| daily, 


that he may not be @ caſt-amay, 


men: in a word, the man who is heartily en- 
gaged againſt ſin, in the manner deſcribed, will 


not only be far from licentiouſneſs, and univer- 
ſally temperate, but he will even ahſtain from all 
appearance of evil, {x Theff. v. 22. he is 
afraid of the ſhadow of ſin, and will not /ymbblize © 
with them who walk. after the fleſh : Such is 
the purity of the goſpel when it reacheth the 
heart! And indeed the appearance of evil is in 


favour of ſin, and therefore not to be coun- 
tenanced by him that is concerned to ſubdue it. 
However unſavoury or grievous to the fleſh 
theſe things may be, they who walk after the 
ſpirit find delight in them, and this ſelf-denial 
is needful. Perhaps ſome may be ready to cry 


out, and ſay, who then can be ſaved? But 


with God all things are poſſible, and his grace 
hath ever been ſufficient to produce this effect 
in them that are called. 'We are now . 


III. To ſhew by what means the geln! ia 105 
dued in thoſe who fear God, It hath already 
been hinted, that the, ſtrength of a Chriſtian, is 
not in himſelf; he goes forth in the name of 
the Lord, from. whom he is ſupplied by the 


Holy Ghoſt, who ſuſtaineth his heart, and teach- 


eth his hand to fight againſt ſin, And accord- 
ingly we read, Rem. viii. * 7 Je, through 


5 
9 
5 9 
* 


daily, and let his moderation be known unto all 


1e 


[| 
1 | 
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the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſalt 
hve. Nevertheleſs, the believer is active in the - 
uſe of means, and in this ſpiritual TOO is ex- 
erelſed i in the following manner: 


Firſt, In a holy circumſpection of himſelf, Be- ; 


ing ſober, he is vigilant. It is eaſy to lee that a 
man, who would keep under his body, muſt 
watch all its motions, leſt, by any means, it 
breaks looſe and riſeth upon him to his hurt: 
We are therefore thus exhorted, ¶ Prov. iv. 23.] * 
| keep thine heart with all diligence. Nothing is a 
greater diſappointment to the fleſh, or more 
effectually prevents its deſign, than a conſtant 
guard upon ourſelves; by this we may often 
diſcern its firſt motions, and as hath been ob- 
ſerved, ſin is a deteſtable creature, and endures 
not the inſpection of a ſanctified eye, ſo that a 
godly jealouſy is one excellent means to check 


the riſings of luſt, and to render chem 1 : 


potent. 
Add to this prayer: "Be ſaber * watch unto 


prayer, [i Pet. iv. .] Theſe are frequently 
joined in ſcripture - exhortations. The effec- 
tual, fervent prayer of a righteous man, and 
eſpecially his prayers againſt ſin, availeth much 
to the deſtruction of its power: Praying in the 
ſpirit is of a humbling, and therefore of a ſanc- 


Ffying | nature; z hence a maxim vel Known 


that he may not be à caſt-away, &c. 31 
that either prayer will make a man forſake fn, 
or the indulgence of /n will make him leave 
prayer. Wilful ſin and earneſt prayer will be Wir 


* to the end of the world. 
To prayer the ſaints have often joined faſting, 
as a means or manner of ſelf- humiliation. This 


practice ſeems now laid aſide, inſomuch that 
there is reaſon to fear that the public faſts, ap- 


pointed by authority, in a Chriſtian land are for 


the moſt part a name, and comparatively none 


in the ſight of the Lord It is true the notion of 
faſting, in a religious way, hath been greatly 
abuſed, but all hiftory, ſacred and prophane, 
ſhew that from the beginning it hath been fres 
quently uſed by them who feared God. Indeed 
a pretence of authority to impoſe ſtated. faſts 
of human preſcription is arrogant, groundleſs, 


and vain; nor do I.know' of any faſt appointed 


of God, under the preſent or former diſpen tion 
except the day of atonement was one; and 
where there is no authority from God to com · 


ſcience to obey. This kind of 


mand, there can be no obligation — 


doubt hath 1 been voluntary and We- 
which ud not to viſpleaſe the Moſt High, 
and certain it is that the faithful. hath been ac 


cuſtomed, with acceptance, to abſtain from 
- natural 
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natural food, for a ſeaſon, and thereby to chaſ- 
ten themſelves before the Lord, on ſpecial occa- 
ſions, either apart, or together. To evade this, 
by ſaying that Chriſtians are only required to 
faſt from fin, is ridiculous or worſe, and to re- 20 
preſent proper and natural faſting. as legal. and. 
carnal may ſooth the fleſh. and pleaſe them who 
are given to ſenſual delights, but it contradicts 
{cripture, and is an indecent reflection on the 
conduct, not only of the old teſtament ſaints, 
but alſo on thoſe of the new, not excepting our 
Lord himſelf and his holy Apoſtles: In a 
| word, this is to cenſure a cuſtom which hath in 
all ages prevailed among the people of God, as 
circumſtances required, in proportion to their 
piety, a cuſtom which I am perſuaded, with 
that of abounding in prayer its concomitant 
will, however now deſpiſed or neglected, - revive 
with the life and power of godlineſs. In the 
mean time ſome degree of abſtinence in the proſ- 
pect of ſpiritual exerciſes, is highly reaſonable and 
proper; in all appearance a ſmall denial of the 
body, might be an occaſion. of great advantage 
to the ſoul ; and I hope it will give no offence 
that I take this opportunity of commending 
moderation to my dear Chriſtian friends, who 
are ſubject to drowſineſs under hearing, and in 
other public devotions: In this ſelf-denial I ſee 
. | WY 


that the may not be a caſt-away, &c. 33 


no ſuperſtition, but rather a proof of an eſteem: 
for the words of God's —__ more chan our 
neceſſary food. But Agen i 7d ru th 

A ſeaſonable recourſe to the Annie is: i 


method by which the ſaints have ſubdued their 


corruptions. Thus our Saviour withſtood the 


temptations of Satan: It is ritten. The word of 


God is the ſword of the Spirit, to be handled 


no leſs againſt the fleſh,” than the devil. Thy | 


word, faith the Pſalmiſt, have I hid in mine beart, 
that I might not fin aguinſt thee, [Pſal. cxix. 2.) 
And what is declared of a man in his youth, 


may be applied through the whole of his lifes 


| Wherewith ſhall ze cleanſe bis way? Ey taking 
beed thereto according to thy word, ver. .] Had the 


word of God been regarded, ſin had found no 


entrance into the world; and by a ſxilful and 
ready application of the word of the Lord, in 
the exerciſe of faith, the luſts of the fleſh are kept 
under: And ene when the Colaſan 
are excited to mortify their members which 
are upon the earth, fchap. iii. f.] it is followec 
with this divine exhortation, Let the word f 


Cbriſt dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, ¶ ver. 16. 
It is of great importance in this militant ſtate to 


be well verſed in the oracles of God, and ready in 
the ſeriptures of truth, not | only for the admo- 


niſhing of others, but alſo for our own defence 


os : _ againſt 


{! 


18 


e 
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againſt the aſſaults 5 of the | fleſh 3 by | how 

much the counſels of God abide and prevail in 
the heart, by ſo much. are the imaginations. of 
ſin deſtroyed. In the teſtimonies of the Lord, is ſet 
forth the evil and bitterneſs of fin, and by theſe 
we are furniſhed with every argument againſt it, 


and warned of its ſubtilties: It is therefore great- 


ly to be lamented, that ſo much time is employ- 
ed by many in reading human compoſures, 
and that on ſubjects purely natural and civil, to 
the neglect of the ſcriptures, from whence alone 
they can be furniſhed with weapons of warfare 
againſt the power of ſin. Other writings 
are uſeful in their place, yea may be ſub- 
ſervient to our ſpiritual advantage; but it is ma- 
lancholy to fee with what eagerneſs ſome apply 


themſelves to our daily productions, which are 


too often ſtuffed with vanity to the pampering 
of the fleſh, and at beſt are for the moſt part 
but trifling, while they can ſcarce find time to 
read a chapter in the Bible, and are in a manner 
unarmed of the word of truth; 3 no wonder that 
they are carnal and ſenſual, and that the enemy 
gets an advantage and ſo\caſily prevails under 
every temptation; but a delight in God's law is 
a noble defence againſt indwelling ſin, and he 

that is much exerciſed therein, will find a happy 


at he may not be'a cafl-away, Ke. 35 
means of e it into nnn And 


further, . a6 


Sreperation from the world is needful. By n 
tion from the world, I mean, a man's withdraw 
ing himſelf from converſe with the wieked. 


Religion is by no means unſocial, but quite 2 
the reverſe; and the Chriſtian muſt needs gs 


out of the world if he will not be concerned with 


unbelievers, yet it belongs to the character of 


the godly, not to tand in the way of finners, nor 


fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful, but to be a companion of 


all them that fear God, [ Pſal. i. 1. cxix. 63. com- 
pared.] Evil communications are corrupting z 
and he that will keep the commandments of his 
God muſt ſay, Depart from me, ye evil doers, (Pfal. 
cxix. 115.] Many are the temptations: to vain 


| company, but if we comply, their ungodly 


diſcourſe - and practice will moſt ſurely w ex- 
cite, and give occaſion to the paſſions of ſin. So 


: that he who would keep down the fleſh muſt | 


ſhun the converſation of the wicked.” On the 
other 8 a ni acnen 
de communion of dar is a _ appoint- 
ment by which the enemy is defeated. In this 
divine fellowſhip a Chriſtian obtains the aſſiſtance 
of others againſt his own fleſh. ' The inſpection 


of a faithful paſtor, and che admonitions of a 


— 


2 
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church, are excellently adapted to promote holi- 
neſs, and a growth in grace, in proportion to 
which the old man is crucified. Trun, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, not uncertainty ; i. e. as we have ſeen, 
not in a heedleſs manner, but with regard to 
the lines which are drawn for the courſe. In 
like manner there is an order of battle, which 
muſt be obſerved, if we would charge the enemy 
with advantage. The ordinances of the ſanctu- 
ary are all levelled againſt the old man; even 
cenſures, when required, are for the deftrudtion of. 
the fleſh. So that by this holy communion the 
believer is greatly ſtrengthened in his oppoſi+ 
tion to fin; yea, and if at any time he is over- 
taken, and falls by a ſudden and violent aſſault 
of the fleſh, through a bleſſing on this order 
he is able to recover himſelf, and beat down the 
adverſary again. A conſideration, which among 
others, proves the folly of n this di- 
vine inſtitution. 
It is indeed of little advantage t to have only 
a name in the church; but the underſtanding, 
conſcientious, and faithful profeſſor, who delights 
in the aſſembly of the ſaints, whether occaſions 
ally preſent or abſent, in conſequence of his ſpi- 
ritual relation, conſiders himſelf at all times in 
the houſe of the Lord, from whence he argues 
againſt a compliance with the fleſh : When 
tempted 


that be may not be a caſi-away, &c. 37 


tempted to evil he is ready to ſay, how ſhall I 
do this great wickedneſs and fin before my God, 
in whoſe ſight I continually dwell ? So then this 


ſacred fellowſhip hath a natural tendency, and,. 


through a divine bleſſing, is powerful to the keep- 
ing under the body in its. moſt dangerous and 
ſubtil attacks: Shall the man who fears God 
omit an order appointed by him, as a means of 
that holineſs without which he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of glory? Moreover, 


The exerciſe of evangelical repentance, is beter 


| ſpecial means of ſubduing the fleſh ; godly ſor- 
row, with genuine confeſſion of fin, and ſelf- 
abaſement for it, through faith in the blood 


of Chriſt, and the righteouſneſs of God in 


a free and full remiſſion, is of a ſanctifying 
nature, and greatly weakens the powers of cor- 
ruption. There is not a penitential tear, which 
in this exereiſe flows from the broken and con- 
trite heart, but what crucifieth the ſubject Mill 


more to the fleſh, with its affections and Juſtsz; 


hereby the motions of ſin in the members are 
mortified. The Lord will fulfil the defire of 
the humble, and ſtrengthen him to fight the 


good fight, with courage and joy: Thus penis» 


tent David riſeth from his knees, triumphing in 


the Zord, and over his enemies: Thou art , my 
baia place: thou ſhalt preſerve me from trouble 


thou 


/ 
ti 
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thou ſhalt compaſs me about with ſongs of deli- 
verance. Selab. [ Pſal. xxxii. 7.] In like man- 
ner he that abaſeth himſelf ſhall be exalted! g 

Beſides, | 

Appropriating views of his exalted PEE 
animates the Chriſtian in his oppoſition to ſin, 
[Col. iii.] Set your affections on things which are 
above, where Chriſt is at the right hand of God. 
Mortify your members which are on the earth. And 
the ſame argument is frequently uſed to excite 
the faithful in purſuit after holineſs: The Apoſ- 
tle ſtiles it looking 1 Jeſus, unto which he ex- 
horts, [Heb. xii. 2.] It was this that inſpired - 
Moſes to forſake the treaſures of Egypt, and to 
| flee from the moſt powerful temptations of the 
world; he choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with 
. the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 
of ſin for a ſeaſon, What a victory over the 
fleſh! yea, though the terrors of a king was in 
the way, yet he feared not his wrath : But whence 
derived he this courage ? What fortified him in 
the exerciſe of ſuch ſevere ſelf-denial ? It is ex- 
preſly declared, [chap. xi. 27.] Fer be endured 
as ſeeing him cobo is inviſible. He beheld Chriſt 


afar off, who is the image of the inviſible _ 


” his * Nor is there any difficulty in up- 


and who, as yet, had not been incarnatey and 
was perſuaded of the glory that would follow 


”—=_ 


NN 


that be may not be a eat eu &c. 39 
poſing that his faith extended thus far, ſince 
Abraham before him ſaw; his day, and this glory 
was revealed by the Prophets from the beginning; 
nor indeed could Moſes have any rational ground 
of hope in the recompence of reward, unto 
which we are told he had reſpect, [ver. 26.] 

without a, certain fore-ſight of the Redeemer” 8 
entering into heaven, as the author of eternal 
ſalvation. Thus, in Moſes we have a glorious 
inſtance of the influence which a proſpect of 
Jeſus hath, in mortifying the fleſh, and if a be- 
liever at ſo great a diſtance | from the coming of | 
che Meſſiah, gained ſuch a victory over himſelf | 
by looking forward to his glorified ſtate in the 
heavens, how much more ſhould a view of the 
Saviour, now he is actually. riſen from the dead, 
and aſcended to the throne of his Father, prove a 
means of keeping under the body of ſin ? To this 
_ purpoſe alſo i is the exhortation of Peter, [1 epiſ. 
iv. 1,] Foraſmuch then as Cbriſt hath ſuffered in 
the fleſh, i, e. as appears from the chapter pre- 
 ceeding, ſuffered for ſins, and, having ſo done, 


is gone into heaven, arm yourſelves likewiſe. with 
the. ſame mind, and no longer live the reſt of your 

time in the fleſb 40 the. luſts of. men, but to the will 
of God... The proſpect a believer hach in the 
death of his Saviour, of the evil of ſin, and the 


Infinite diſpleaſure 0 of God againſt it, is of great 
; ſervice 


| na 0 
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ſervice to the keeping under ſin; and is ef-. 
fectual to the mortifying every inordinate af. 
fection: hence faith the Apoſtle, [ Gal. vi. 14.] 
God forbid that I. ſhould glory ſave in the craſt of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by «whom the world is cru- 
cified to me and I unto the world. It is therefore 
plain that a view of Jeſus by faith; who is 
crowned for the ſuffering. of death, is of uſe in 
this ſpiritual engagement. And finally, 
An eye to the reward, and judgment to come, 
will animate a man to keep under his body. 
This appears from the inſtance before us; 
for in this view the Apoſtle mortifiecd his 
fleſn, and brought it into ſubjection: He ſaw | 
the prize ſet before him, and conſidered the end 
of his warfare; this animated his zeal againſt | 
| fin, that he might not be covered with ſhame, 
in the day of deciſion; ft, faith” he, by am 
means I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away. © Hold faſt 
that thou haſt; let no man take thy crown. 
[Rev. iii. 11.] An eternal crown of glory 
and righteouſneſs is the gracious aſſurance of 
the exalted Saviour to his ſaints, upon their 
obtaining the victory: Hence they” who ear- 
neftly fight under his banner, exert them- 
ſelves in holy fear, teſt by any means they 
ſhould ſeem to come ſhort; ſo that forget- 
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42 The CurisTIA N's concern : 
and ſhuns even. the : appearance of evil: And the 
means by which he maintains aſucceſsful oppoſi- 
tion, are. an holy watch, with fervent prayers 
and a ready application to the word of God; 
in ſome inſtances abſtinence from bodily food 
hath been uſed with advantage ; ; vithdrawing 
from. the company, of the, wicked, cleaving to | 
the communion of ſaints, and 4 exerciſe of 5 
ſelf-humiliation before the Lord, are needf al 
and profitable to the fame purpoſe ; to which we 
muſt add, appropriating views of the _exalted : 
Jeſus, and a a realizing proſpect of the judgment 
to come, and the crown "of glory which fadeth 
not away. By theſe 1 various, exerciſes in the di- 
vine life, the Faithful in in all ages have kept under 
their body, and mortified their menibers which 
are upon the earth, as the ſcriptures abundantly 
ſhew; and. in the fame manner will the righteous 
overcome to. the end of the world. n 
And 1 now, Brethren i if chere l is any propriety 

and importance in the conduct of the Apoſtle, if 
it be needful thus to keep under the body, and 
bring it into ſubjection, left by any means, af- 
ter having enjoyed th ; means of grace, and our 
profeſſion of Chriſtiani ys,. we hould be rejefted, 
and come ſhort of the prize, what muſt become 
of many profeſſors and how melancholy” the 


N May 1 it not de aid with r lamentations 
and 


. 


* 


z 


chor be may not be'a 495 way, Ke. 43 
| and without any uncharitable compariſon, Where . 
are the ſymptoms of this ſelf-denial ? Do. the 
"generality of nominal Chriſtians, in any tolerable 
| meaſure, conform to the example before us? ? are | 
they circumſpet, holy and ſpiritual, in their « con- | 
verſation? and do they live as thoſe who watch 
againſt fin, and keep i in view the judgment of the oF 
Lord at his appearatice and kingdom ? Alas! it. 
cannot be denied but that a careleſs; wanton, | 
and diſorderly ſpirit too much prevails, in direct 
oppoſition to that ſelf- denial which belongs to 
the life of a Chriſtian. Be not offended : the in- 
creaſing ſenſuality among us hath a threatening | 
aſpect, and calls for loud warning. Carnal 
company, and the pleaſures of ſenſe are in faſh- 
ion; a manner of life which leaves no room for 


thoſe ſpiritual exerciſes whereby the body of ſin i a jy 


ſubdued. Hence ſome daily decline from the 
appearance of the life and power of godlineſs, 
and ſeem ready to yield up the form; therefore 
let us beware: If Paul ſtood: in need of ſüch 
pains and ſelf-denial, what muſt become of the 
man, who, after having declared in his baptiſm, | 
an hope of the old man's being crucihed that it 
might be deſtroyed, and that he is riſen with 
Chriſt to walk in newneſs of life, is yet notori- 
ouſly conformed, to this world, in its pride and 
pleafure, and abounds 1 in the vanities of life, 
G68 * 
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which. pamper tþ the fleſh, and ſtrengthen | the habit 
of ſin? Is ſuch an one like to bring his body into 
ſubjection ? or being found the ſervant. o of cor- 
ruption, will the name of a Chriſtian, ſave, or 
condemn him? can any ching be expected but - 
that ſin, fo hardly held under by the watchful | 
and ſelk. mortifying believer, ſhould finally over- 
come a licentious profeſſor, and that he ſhould 


in the end be a caſt-away ? Far be it that 
either of us ſhould be under 1 9 fatal deception, 
to conceit that we are called ef God, and, in the 
way to heaven, while We are 3 to an holy 
felf⸗denial, and to the oppoſing of indwelling 
fin, He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the 
fleſh reap corruption; and if any one is hardened | 
in this way, he may evade or defy the juſt cen- 
{ures of men, but he ſhall not eſcape the judg- 
ment of God, and doth well to conſider how 
he will endure the ſhame and everlaſting con- 
tempt of being a caſt-away in the day of Chriſt, 
among the wicked, to whom the udge ſhall 
ſay, Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. | 
When iniquity abounds, and the love of ma- 
py waxeth cold, under a profeſſion of chriſtia» 
nity, there is need to guard the hearers of 
the word, againſt deceiving themſelves by the 
rang! 3 . while in a courſe of negligence 


and 
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and fin, - A true believer, being dead to ſig, 
cannot live any longer therein; *. — the natural 


man is prone ro conceit he i is ſafe, under a ſpecu- 


lative notion of the truth, without any concern 
to mortify his body, which in the end will, prove 
fatal. We live in a day of clear goſpel-light, 
which ſhines through a cloud of errors, advanced 
by the enemy, againſt the foundation of God, 
Which ſtands ſure; and there is reaſon to fear, 
that - this. very light is an occaſian to ſome, 


chrough the vanity of their, minds, ynto their 


flattering themſelves in the darkneſs of fin. to 
their ruin, I hope that the number is few, and 
- that I ſpeak to none ſuch; but ſome, boaſt in 
their ſuperigr knowledge, and ſeem to have clear 
ideay of truth: would to God that their evi- 
dences of being under the influence of its grace, 
were as clear! Byt, alas, in all appearance, | 
they are not yet taught to deny ungodlineſt 
and worldly luſts, being careleſs in | their 
walk, as if the ſecurity of a believer in Ohtiſt 
was an encouragement to ſloth and diſorder, or 
to render the faithful indifferent about. ſing and 
the duties of religion. Art thou tempted, .my - 
Friend, to argue from the perſoverance of the 


ſaints, or from any other doctrine of grace untg 
eme. e N who 
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walks after the fleſh, hath a viſible claim to the 
character of being in Chriſt. by 
This labour of the Apoſtle to keep A i 
body, alſo reproveth thoſe who are perpetually 
carping at their neighbours in the neglect of 
themſelves, No doubt'one branch of chriſtian 
communion is to watch over, and warn one ano- 
ther in love: we are by no means to ſuffer fin 
on our brother; but it hath ever been found 
that ſome nominal Chriſtians ſpend their time as 
if their duty was to keep under, not their'own body, 
but the body of others. Theſe ſort of perſons are 
inviduouſly prying into, and cenſoriouſly refle&- 
ing on the conduct of this and the other pro- 
feſſor, if not queſtioning their ſtate, when at 
the ſame time their on ſpirit and conduct is 
unbecoming the goſpel, and layeth them un- 
der a too juſt ſuſpicion. How vain are ſuch 
men, and how different from the example 
in the text! Do I ſpeak to any one thus 
fooliſnly employed ? Deluded profeſſor; take 


1 heed to thyſelf | keep under thine own body 


and bring it into ſubjection, left, after thy cen- 


| Cure of others, thou thyſelf ſhould be a caſt. 


away. Know that in this ſpiritual conflict the en- 
gagement is perſonal and that if a man, under 
the higheſt pretence to chriſtianity, ſubdueth not 


kimKl, his ons | is vain, 
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thou humble and afflicted ſinner, who art rally 
engaged with this enemy. |, 1. It is true, he i ig vigo- 
rous and active, and it. may be threatens thee. 
hard, nevertheleſs rejoice that he is u 
: hand he that hath, redeemed | thee, from the 
power of this body, and hath hitherto preſerved 
thee from falling a prey to its luſts, will never 
fail or forſake thee, , or Cady it to regain its ua 
minion ; therefore he of good courage fight en, 
and give, the adverſary no quarter, ſhew ſin no 
mercy, who ſeeks thy deſtruction; be why 
the Lord and in the power of his e 
Almighty i is y defence, the ſword 0 thine e 8 
cellency and, + ſhield 125 thy ſtrength : W. . 
though | the enemy cometh, i in „ like a flo 0d, and 8 
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Chriſtian keep under fis body: And is his * 
fleſh 4 palnful and dangerous enemy? *Who' 
woutf five Always 7 Under lis .cobſideration 
death ihe” is deſitable to tlik believer” who'b 
this change is delivered from i 
tion. Biaſed "are the dead E 1 7 he 
x" ef this body, they” du df. 


q of fin; their Warfare is a an end; and 

have kiel hi Neoulle; fe more fia ll. 
they meet with any ” diſturbance," but are in 
Perle tranquility, and in the preſence ice of Goa 
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9 75 the mean time” Xt this exhibition which the 


| Apaſtle'h | makes of 4 imſels to the Faithful, teach 


f pe rſons v we regard” as ſervants | 


the people i in their practice. This rata of in- 17 


5 | that de nch mat be a enftcomay; kee 49 
his name; andi it is awful; to think. char fo 
Who presch o others, live as if they cared h. 
for themſelves, but mind earthly things, and. 

"are. notorious, for doing the works of the | 
How. hardened: and; miſerable the wretch, . 
for-ſiniſter ends, is employed in publiſhingitha | 

dof ſalyation, and at the ſame- 
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; | If chere is any reaſon. in dhe text, Beloved, 
vou are not only to hear what your preachers ſay, 
but likewiſe. 4 obſerve. what they,do: Follow no 
man merely bůtauſe he can talk; if a man hath 
the tongue of an angel he is not to be encc 
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